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SCOPE
Medical Writing, the official journal of EMWA (the European Medical Writers Association), is a quarterly journal that aims to educate, inform, and entertain medical writers. Medical Writing publishes educational, research, and opinion pieces on topics relevant to medical writing and related professions. Each issue is devoted to a specific medical writing theme, but articles unrelated to the theme are also published. Proposals for issue themes are welcome.
ARTICLE TYPES AND SUBMISSION PROCEDURE
Every issue contains three major types of articles: (1) feature articles that focus on the issue theme or other topics of interest to medical writers; (2) research articles that describe the findings of an original research project; and (3) articles on topics that are related to the journal’s regularly published sections. All articles should be submitted by the corresponding author at https://medicalwritingjournal.org. The main text should be submitted as .docx (Microsoft Word) files and should be produced using the article template, which is available at this link.  Figures should be submitted as individual files (further details below). 

The journal’s submission website describes the article types and recurring sections. Authors will be asked to select an article type during the submission process. If unsure about which type to select, please contact the journal Editorial Office at mew@emwa.org. The editors reserve the right to change the article type selection.

If you are interested in proposing an article idea, please contact the Editorial Office at mew@emwa.org or directly contact a relevant member of the Editorial Board.
For articles related to announced issue themes, please contact either the Editorial Office or a Guest Editor. The upcoming issue themes and deadlines are announced on this page.

STYLE AND FORMAT
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
· Please use the journal’s article template to write your manuscript. 
· Please write/format your document with the following guidelines kept in mind: Organise the main article file in the following order: title page; abstract (optional for section articles <1,000 words);; main text; acknowledgements; disclaimers (optional); disclosures and conflicts of interest; data availability statement (if relevant); references; author information (optional for sections); figure legends; tables.
· The disclosure section should describe any uses of artificial intelligence (AI), specifying programs and how they were used.
· Aim for article length of approximately 1000-2500 words for feature articles; section articles may be shorter.	Comment by Sampoorna S Rappaz: Please clarify. The template mentions 600-2500 words.
· Limit the number of tables and figures to 5.
· Aim for balance in your text, taking care to avoid promotional content.
· Write using UK English.
· Use the following style for dates used within the main text: Month, Date, Year, for example: February 14, 2025. 
· Number pages consecutively.
· Indicate preferred locations of tables and figures by specifically mentioning them within the text.
· Format references according to instructions detailed below (see References).
· Cite references in the text as superscript numerals following punctuation (e.g. apples,1 oranges,2 and bananas.3)
· Use a maximum of two levels of headings.
· Use the Oxford (serial) comma for lists (e.g. apples, pears, and oranges).
· Write numbers one to nine, with the exception of units of measure.
· Use digits for numbers before units (e.g. 5 years, 10 m2).
· Use double quotation marks, rather than single quotation marks, to indicate quoted text; titles of short poems, essays, lectures, single episodes of a radio or television program, songs, the names of electronic files, parts of published works (e.g. chapters, articles in a periodical); and unfamiliar terms at first mention.
· Submit figures as separate files (i.e., not inserted in the text).
· Keep abbreviations to a minimum and use only for terms appearing at least three times. Abbreviations in the abstract and tables are considered separate from those in the main text. When an abbreviation is used for the first time, it is preceded by its expansion, e.g. United Nations (UN). The following abbreviations need not be expanded because they are widely recognised by the journal’s audience: AIDS, DNA, EMA, EMWA, EU, FDA, ICH, RNA, UK, UN, US, USA, and WHO. SI units do not require expansion. See Figure legends and Tables for further instructions on the use of abbreviations.

Title page 
The title page should include the following information:
· Title of manuscript with a suggested limit of 120 characters. Avoid uncommon abbreviations.
· Include full first (given) and last (family) names of authors. 
· Please highlight the family name to ensure proper indexing. This is especially important for any author with more than 2 words in their name.
· Do not include honorifics or academic degrees on the title page.
· ORCID identifiers of authors (if available).
· Affiliation, city, and country for each author. (Do not include job titles, with the exception of “freelance medical writer” or equivalent since no company/university will be listed.) Complete postal addresses are not needed.
· Corresponding author’s name and email address

Abstract (required for feature and research articles; they are also required for articles longer than 1,000 words that appear in the regular sections.)
The abstract (50-150 words) should summarise the article and its key conclusions. It should not include subheadings or citations. Abbreviations should be kept to a minimum and used only for items that appear at least three times in the abstract itself. In addition to text abstract, graphical abstracts may also be provided (please see Artwork section below).
Main text
Section headings are recommended. Do not include an “Introduction” heading for the beginning of the text. Use only two levels of headings. In headings, capitalise only initial word and proper nouns. Throughout the text, please also take care to only capitalise proper nouns (names for unique individuals, events, objects, or places) not common nouns. 

Do not insert tables or figures directly in the middle of the text.
Place the following mandatory or optional sections between the conclusion of the main text and the Reference section.

Acknowledgements (optional)
If you name individuals in an acknowledgement, as a courtesy, please confirm with the named individuals that they agree to be included.

Disclaimers (optional)
Sample disclaimer: The views presented here are the authors’ own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of employers or EMWA.
Disclosures and conflicts of interest
A conflict-of-interest statement is required for feature and research articles; it is also required for section articles longer than 1,000 words and may be requested by editors for shorter articles
Conflicts of interest are any relationships that may influence the judgement of the author or editors. They may be personal, commercial, political, academic, or financial. Any affiliation with any organisation with a direct or indirect financial interest in the subject matter of the paper should be explicitly stated. If an employer was involved in the preparation of the manuscript, please disclose the employer’s role.

Authors should disclose significant use of artificial intelligence tools in the writing or research of their submission. The disclosure should identify the tools and how they were used. Grammar and spell-checking tools do not need to be disclosed.
Data availability statement
A data availability statement is required for articles that are data-driven such as surveys, systematic reviews, etc. The statement should indicate whether or where data will be made available. 

Sample data statements:
Data will be made available upon reasonable request to authors.

The data upon which this article is based are available at [insert Web url].
References
With the exception of essays based primarily on personal expertise and experience, most articles will require a reference list. If references are included, citations should appear in the text as superscript Arabic numerals, numbered in the order of their appearance. References in tables and figures should be in numerical order according to where the table or figure is first cited in the text. Superscript numbers should follow punctuation marks (e.g. Smith et al.6). In the reference list, the full citations should be listed in numerical order after the disclosures and conflicts of interest statement or, if applicable, the data availability statement. 

References should provide complete bibliographic information so that readers have sufficient information to identify the specific document. References should be numbered in the order in which they appear in the text.
Format references using Vancouver style as indicated in the examples below. If there are 6 or more authors, list the first three authors followed by "et al." List all authors if there are fewer than 6.
Include the digital object identifier (DOI) at the end of each reference if one is available. Please provide the complete hyperlinked DOI. To construct a doi hyperlink, place the text https://doi.org/ immediately preceding the doi itself. Please make sure the hyperlinks work. If unsure of DOI, use CrossRef’s search tool available at https://apps.crossref.org/SimpleTextQuery.
For additional referencing styles, the following resources are suggested:
Citing Medicine: The NLM Style Guide for authors, Editors, and Publishers at https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK7256/.
AMA Manual of Style

Journal articles: 

Faisal T, Naseem S, Ashfaq T, et al. An indirect evaluation of medical residents' research writing skills by research synopsis review. J Pak Med Assoc. 2022;72(7):1345–9. https://doi.org/10.47391/jpma.3143
Mommaas B, Ryan MH, Agarwal N. Essential investments in optimising clinical research for rare diseases. Med Writ. 2025;34(1):16-20. https://doi.org/10.56012/rqli4755
Many online-only journals do not have page numbers. The article locator number may be used in the place of page numbers.
Books

In accordance with AMA Style, the journal does not require the listing of locations where books are published.

 Books without editors listed: 
Murray PR, Rosenthal KS, Kobayashi GS, et al. Medical microbiology. 4th ed. St. Louis: Mosby; 2002.
Books published under editors’ names: 
Gilstrap LC, Cunningham FG, VanDorsten JP, editors. Operative obstetrics. 2nd ed. New York: McGraw-Hill; 2002.
Chapters from edited books: 
Meltzer PS, Kallioniemi A, Trent JM. Chromosome alterations in human solid tumors. In: Vogelstein B, Kinzler KW, editors. The genetic basis of human cancer. New York: McGraw-Hill; 2002. p. 93-113.
Legislation and regulatory guidelines:
Format as follows: Abbreviation/Number. Full Title. Date. URLs and citation dates are not needed.
EU MDR 2017/745. Regulation (EU) 2017/745 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 April 2017 on medical devices. 2017 May 5.
EMA Policy 0070. External guidance on the implementation of the European Medicines Agency policy on the publication of clinical data for medicinal products for human use, ver 1.4. 2018 Oct 15.
ICH E6 (R2). Guideline for Good Clinical Practice. 2016 Nov 9. 
Websites and Webpages: 
Provide as much bibliographic information as available, in the following order: Author. Publisher. Title. Date of publication. Date of Update/Revision. Date of Citation. Web url.

Note: The date of citation is used for web pages that are likely to evolve over time. They are not needed for published journal articles with registered DOIs or other static, permanent documents on the web. Publication and update dates are not always easy to find; check the page itself or the document’s source code.
For the title of the home page, Citing Medicine advised, “Reproduce the title of a homepage as closely as possible to the wording on the screen, duplicating capitalization, spacing, punctuation, and special characters when possible.” 

For web pages subject to change, authors are advised to keep their screenshots or  printouts for their records. 
Examples: 
European Medical Writers Association. [modified 2026 Jun 16; cited 2026 Jul 5]. Available from: https://emwa.org.
European Medicines Agency. Human regulatory: overview. 2023 Nov 02. [ cited 2025 June 29]. Available from: https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/human-regulatory-overview.
Reports and other technical documents: 
Structure these references as follows:
Author(s). Title of report. Place of publication: Publisher; Date of publication – year month (if applicable). Total number of pages (if applicable eg. 24 p.) Report No.: (if applicable)

Examples:
Page E, Harney JM. Health hazard evaluation report. Cincinnati (OH): National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (US); 2001 Feb. 24 p. Report No. HETA2000‐0139‐2824.
Kuczmarski RJ, Ogden CL, Grammer-Strawn LM. CDC growth charts: United States. Advance Data from Vital and Health Statistics. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics, 2000.
Conference proceedings:
Harnden P, Joffe JK, Jones WG, editors. Germ cell tumours V. Proceedings of the 5th Germ Cell Tumour Conference; 2001 Sep 13-15; Leeds, UK. New York: Springer; 2002.
Conference paper:
Sterling TR, Benson CA, Scott N, et al. Three months of weekly rifapentine + INH for M. tuberculosis infection in HIV-infected persons. Presented at the 21st Conference on Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections (CROI 2014), Boston, March 3–6, 2014 (poster).
Author information
The author information statement is required for feature and research articles. It is also required for regular section articles longer than 1,000 words. It is optional for shorter section articles.

The author information statement should be no more than 50 words for  each author. It should only include credentials and experience that establish the person as an expert in the subject of the article. Authors may optionally provide a photo and a maximum of 3 links to profiles on professional platforms such as LinkedIn, Google Scholar, ORCID, etc. EMWA discourages promotional content. Individual photos of authors are optional; they should be supplied as separate high-resolution files, not pasted into the Word document.
Figure legends
Figures should be numbered sequentially using Arabic numerals. Provide a title for each figure followed by any additional description. Define abbreviations even if they are defined within the text. Abbreviations widely recognised by the journal’s audience do not need to be defined. For further details on file formatting, see Figures below. Each figure should be “called out” with explanatory information in the text.
Tables
Tables should be numbered sequentially using Arabic numerals. Each table must have a brief description (“callout”) within the main text. If tables include reference citations, they should be numbered according to where the table callout is placed within the text.

Each table should appear on a separate page and should include a title (e.g. Table 1. Tropical fruits and their origins) followed by any additional description or footnotes. 
Tables should be submitted as editable type using table functions of Word; they should not be submitted as image files.
The far-left column in a table should be aligned left. Columns of data should usually be centred (and/or aligned on common elements, such as decimal points or dashes in ranges). Each column should have a heading, which should be in bold. 
For table footnotes, use superscript letters.
Define any abbreviations not defined in the text of the table, even if the abbreviation is defined elsewhere in the manuscript. Abbreviations widely recognised by the journal’s audience do not need to be defined. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ARTWORK AND GRAPHICS
Medical Writing is committed to publishing high-quality artwork to illustrate the text. If you have figures, photographs, or other illustrations, please supply as individual files according to the following guidelines. If visuals are not supplied, the journal’s page designer will select illustrations for inclusion; the authors will have an opportunity to review the selections during the proof review stage.

	Figure Type
	Preferred File Format
	Alternative Format

	Line artwork, such as bar charts
	Vector files, which are resolution-independent, are preferred over rasterized, pixel-based files.
 
EPS, PDF, AI, SVG

In the software program in which artwork was created, look for options to export or save in EPS, PDF, AI, or SVG. Do not use a jpg file converted to PDF. 

	High-resolution TIFF, jpg, or png file


	Combination text/scanned images (such as brain scans with text)
	High-resolution TIFF file; lzw compression permitted
(600 ppi)
	PowerPoint file with high-resolution image embedded, with text added in PowerPoint

	Flow chart
	If created in Microsoft Word or PowerPoint, provide in the original format.

EPS, PDF also acceptable.
	High-resolution TIFF, .jpg., or .png.

LZW compression permitted.

Check lines and text at high zoom to make sure they do not appear pixelated or fuzzy. 

	Photographs, image scans
	TIFF, jpg, 300 ppi

Please provide the highest resolution version available.
	 

	Screenshot of web page
	TIFF, JPG, PNG acceptable; include URL of where screenshot was taken, which will enable the page designer to capture the highest quality image
	


Dimensions: Medical Writing pages are A4-sized (210 mm x 297 mm). Artwork should be designed to be legible within the standard area of 186 mm x 249 mm. Type size should be no smaller than 6 point.
[bookmark: _Hlk99197455]Authors who are EMWA members can request graphical support from EMWA’s Creative Team at creativeteam@emwa.onmicrosoft.com.
COPYRIGHT
Copyright ownership remains with the authors, although by publishing in Medical Writing, the authors are providing EMWA a license to publish their work online and in adapted formats. If the authors wish to reproduce the article elsewhere, they should indicate that the article was first published in Medical Writing and provide the volume, issue, and page numbers. 
Medical Writing will consider publishing articles, artwork, or other materials that have been previously published, subject to compliance with copyright conditions and permissions. Authors should submit documentation of permission to republish any copyrighted materials. The original citation should be provided for proper attribution of the work. For guidance on citing Creative Commons works, see https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Recommended_practices_for_attribution
CONTACTS
For questions about the journal, please contact mew@emwa.org or editor@emwa.org.



