
Article Template for Medical Writing

About this template:
The purpose of the template is to provide guidance in structuring your manuscript. This document has explanatory information throughout. Please delete all explanatory information before submitting your article.

As a reminder, professional medical writers are the primary audience for the journal. Readers may be at all stages of their careers and in different disciplines, so strive to make the text broadly accessible where practical.

We encourage you to use Microsoft Word’s built-in style tools to indicate heading levels in this docusmet, as this will help us during the layout process. Please do not include more than 2 heading levels.






Article title with first word and proper nouns capitalised: Keep title length under 120 characters
AuthorFirstName AuthorLastName1, AuthorFirstName AuthorLastName2
1Important Pharmaceutical Company, London, UK
2Department of Surgery, New Jersey University, Teaneck, NJ, USA
[For author names that consist of three words or more, please highlight the family name (last) for purposes of future reference citations and indexing. Degrees and job titles are not listed in the bylines or affiliation section. Freelance writers or editors may list their affiliations as Freelance or Independent Contractor (or something similar) Do not include unnecessary information such as phone numbers and street addresses.]

Correspondence to:
Corresponding author name
email address



[Abstracts are required for feature and research articles. For articles submitted to the recurring sections of the journal (e.g., Freelancing or Medical Devices), abstracts are required for articles longer than 1000 word, optional for shorter articles.]

Abstract
Abstracts should be no more than 150 words. State the main points and conclusions of the article. The abstract should not include headings or citations. Limit use of abbreviations and spell out on first use. Exceptions: EMWA, EMA, UK, and US do not need to be spelled out.




The main text begins on the page after the abstract. The beginning of the text does not need a heading. The article should use UK English throughout and use superscript numerals to indicate citations. Capitalise proper nouns, abbreviations, and the first word of sentences. Keep abbreviations to a minimum to improve readability. Please consider using tables and figures to improve the article’s impact and accessibility for readers. If you are including tables and figures with your submission, each table and each figure must be specifically mentioned within the text so that readers know how they relate to the body of the text. These callouts to tables and figures will also help to guide the layout process. Consider selecting up to 3 “pull quotes” from your text for featuring prominently in the layout. Mark pull quotes in the text using Word’s comment function.

This is heading level 1
Use heading level 1 for major section headings. If there is a subsection, use heading level 2. The precise fonts are not important, but it should be obvious to editors and the page designer which headings are level 1 and which are level 2. Bullet points can be used in text, but keep bulleted lists to a minimum, as an article consisting of a long list of bullet points is challenging to lay out on the page.

This is heading level 2 for subheadings. 




Acknowledgements
[This section is optional. If it is included, it should be placed after the main text but before the Reference list. If you do acknowledge someone by name, as a courtesy, please obtain permission from them to make sure there is no misunderstanding. The permission information does not have to be supplied to the Editorial Office.]
Example:
The authors would like to thank John Q. Public for statistical assistance.

Disclaimers
[This section is optional.]
Example:
The opinions expressed in this article are the authors’ own and not necessarily shared by their employers or EMWA.
Disclosures and conflicts of interest
[This section is required.]
Examples:
The author is employed by XYZ Pharmaceutical Company, which manufactures the medication discussed. 
OR
The author declares no conflicts of interest.
If AI tools, particularly generative AI tools, were used in the preparation of the manuscript, please disclose it in this section. Please indicate which tools were used and how. Minor use of grammar or proofreading tools do not need to be disclosed. 

Resources regarding AI disclosure:
Cleland J, Driessen E, Masters K, Lingard L, Maggio LA. When and how to disclose AI use in academic publishing: AMEE Guide No.192. Med Teach. 2026;48(4):542–53. https://doi.org/10.1080/0142159X.2025.2607513

International Committee of Medical Journal Editors. Use of Artificial Intelligence in Publishing. Recommendations for the Conduct, Reporting, Editing, and Publication of Scholarly Work in Medical Journals. Updated January 2026.
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/artificial-intelligence/

Data availability statement
[This section is required only for data-driven articles such as surveys, original research reports, etc.]

Examples:
Data and other supplemental information are available at: add link or location.
OR
Data are available upon reasonable request to the corresponding author.



References
The Reference list should be placed after acknowledgements and disclosures. References should be numbered in the order in which they appear in the text. For journal article with 6 or fewer authors, you may list all authors. For journal article with 6 or more authors, list the first 3, followed by et al. Provide the DOI for any item that has one. Please style the doi as https://doi.org/xxxx and make sure that it is an active hyperlink. Please also make sure any other hyperlinks provided are active and working. For journal abbreviations, please refer to the US National Library of Medicine journals list; omit the periods between elements of the abbreviation. Remember to include a cited date for web pages that are likely to evolve. For date cited, use 3-letter abbreviations for months, e.g., [cited 2022 Apr 11]. 

 Authors are responsible for the accuracy of their references.

Sample references:
Journal Article
Basu S. Real-world data and evidence: A European regulatory perspective. Med Writ. 2025;34(3):16-2. https://doi.org/10.56012/rhcw1179

Web page
FDA. Real-world evidence. Silver Spring (MD): FDA; 2021 [updated 2023 May 11; cited 2023 May 24]. Available from: https://www.fda.gov/scienceresearch/science-and-research-specialtopics/real-world-evidence.

Vanderpuye J, Gordon M. AI in RWE:  Key drivers for accelerating clinical development and patient access. 2024 [cited 2025 Jun 30]. Available from: https://www.ispor.org/conferenceseducation/conferences/pastconferences/ispor-2024/program/program /session/intl2024-3892/18096

Book
Murray PR, Rosenthal KS, Kobayashi GS, Pfaller MA. Medical microbiology. 4th ed. St. Louis: Mosby; 2002.

Author information
This section is required for feature articles as well as for regular section articles that are more than 1000 words. It should indicate the author(s)’ current job titles and geographic place (city and country) of work or residence. Please limit to 50 words per author. Focus on indicating current information relevant to the text of the article. Authors are encouraged to also provide individual headshots of themselves. These photos should be high-resolution individual image files, not pasted into Word.

Example:
Maria Smith, PhD, has been a medical writer at Pharma Company since 2001 and leads workshops on medical writing for doctoral students throughout Europe. ORCID: 0000-0000-0000-0000.
If providing an ORCID id, please hyperlink ORCID to ORCID record, using the format: https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000. Authors are encouraged to provide a photograph (headshot) of themselves. These should be provided as separate high-resolution original files, not copied into Word files.



Tables
[Tables should be numbered sequentially (e.g. Table 1, 2, 3…). Each table should appear on a separate page. They should be prepared using Word’s table tools; they should not be provided as image files. The far-left column in a table should be aligned left. Other columns of text should be aligned left, and columns of data should usually be centred (and/or aligned on common elements, such as decimal points or dashes in ranges). Each column should have a heading, which should be in bold. Use superscript letters for footnotes. Explain any undefined abbreviations in text below the table. Each table must be specifically called out within the body of the manuscript.]
[Delete this section if there are no tables.]

Table Example:
Table 1. Examples of fruits and their origins
	Common name
	Likely origin
	Wild ancestor
	Earliest known cultivationa
(years BCE)

	Apple
	Western Asia
	Malus sieversii
	ND

	Orange
	Southeast Asia
	Cross between pomelo (Citrus maxima) and mandarin (Citrus reticulata)
	2500

	Banana
	South and Southeast Asiab
	Musa acuminata and Musa balbisiana
	5000


This text without a superscript letter is a general footnote that is relevant to the entire table.
aEstimated date
bAnother footnote
Abbreviations: BCE, before the current/Christian era; ND, no data.





Figure legends
List the legends to all figures at the end of the manuscript (title plus any essential notes and definitions for abbreviations). The figures, however, must be supplied as separate individual files. Be mindful that if you submit images that you did not create, they will require explicit permission for you to use. (An exception would be images in the public domain; please specify if an image is in the public domain.) Copies of permission letters must be provided to the Editorial Office so that they will be part of the journal’s records; if permission is still pending at the time of submission, please indicate so.

The figure caption should clearly state when an image is being reproduced with permission. If use of the image  is possible because of a Creative Commons license, indicate which license version was used. Recommended practices for attributing items with Creative Commons licenses are available at this link. As noted in the recommended practices, “Please make it possible for future users to find the source of the material by including a URL or hyperlink where the work resides. This often is where you found the work. If you found it somewhere other than the original site, try to include information about the original site where the work was first shared publicly.”

Example of figure legends:
Figure 1. Examples of a section from an assessment form
This section of the assessment form describes the patient’s cardiovascular status.
Abbreviations: CHF, congestive heart failure; CVD, cardiovascular disease; DBP, diastolic blood pressure; SBP, systolic blood pressure HF, heart failure
Example of text to add at end of legend to cite image available via Creative Commons License
Image source credit: Illustrated Manual of Pediatric Dermatology by Susan Bayliss Mallory, Alanna Bree and Peggy Chern, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
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